KEY PRINCIPLES TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE
(Hermeneutics)

Hermeneutics is the art and science of Biblical interpretation.  It is a science in that certain rules apply that must be followed.  Think of the acronym LIGHTS  to aid you in drawing out of scripture what God intends for us to understand regarding what He is revealing to us by way of scripture.

1. LITERAL PRINCIPAL
The “L” in lights reminds us that we are to interpret the Word of God just as we interpret other forms of communication—in the most obvious and natural sense.  The literal principle interprets scripture first as literature. That means it uses various forms of speech—metaphors, allegory, similes, poetry, personification, figurative language, apocalyptic, hyperbole, imagery and factual history.  To be literal does not mean becoming so hyperliteral that every word of the Bible is viewed only as historical fact with out recognizing the form in which it was written.

2. ILLUMINATION PRINCIPLE  (I Cor. 2:12)
The spirit of truth not only provides us the insights that permeate our minds, but also provides illumination that penetrates the heart.  The Holy Spirit illumines what is in the text, but illumination does not go beyond the text.   Our interpretation of the text must come from faithful illumination by the Spirit through careful study.  It is not the by-product of a fertile imagination that is generated by popular cultural fads.

3. GRAMMATICAL PRINCIPLE
As with any literature a thorough understanding of the Bible cannot be attained without a grasp of the basic rules that govern the relationships and usages of words.  The meaning of words must be interpreted in the context in which or to which they originally were written or spoken.  Who is the author addressing?  What is the situation?  What is the grammatical intent of the words being used?  What did the words mean to those who first read them?

4. HISTORICAL PRINCIPLE
The Christian faith is historical because it is evidenced in historical events,  Thus, the Biblical text is best understood when one is familiar with the customs, culture, and historical context of Biblical times.  Such background information is crucial in fully grasping what is going on in any given book of the Bible.  To be historical, we need to think of several categories.  First is Location:  Where was this text written?  Essence: Do the topics reflect and describe accurately the times, thoughts and culture of the subject matter.  The amount of time between the historical events and the actual recording of the events greatly influence the accuracy of the content.  Genre: refers to the form such as historical objects or events to teach spiritual realities (John 2:19-21).  Context: means understanding the historical, cultural and time frame in which the subject matter was addressed.  What was going on at this time?  Why did it have to be addressed by the author?  What archaeological discoveries support the accuracy of the text?
5. TYPOLOGY PRINCIPLE
A type is a person, event or institution in the redemptive history of the Old Testament that prefigures and points to a corresponding but greater reality in the New Testament.  It is a copy, a pattern, or a model that signifies an even greater reality.  The typology principle is not to be confused with an allegorical method of interpretation that ignores the historical content.  Rather, it is rooted in historical fact, yet it finds its true fulfillment in something greater. For instance the O.T. views the tabernacle as God’s dwelling place on earth, yet in the New Testament it was God who tabernacled in Jesus.  The true temple is no longer bricks and stone.  But it was a type pointing ahead to Christ as the avenue where a person can come into God’s presence.
6. SCRIPTURAL SYNERGY
Simply stated, this means that the whole of scripture is greater than the sum of it’s individual passages. You cannot comprehend the Bible as a whole without comprehending its individual parts, and you cannot comprehend the individual parts without comprehending the Bible as a whole.  This principle demands that individual Bible passages may never be interpreted in such a way as to conflict with the whole of Scripture.
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